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APPRENTICE Jordan Seaton, pictured left,
has embarked on a career as an electrician
after learning his trade on a Building
Schools for the Future project  

The 20-year-old from Packmoor spent
several months at the £23million Discovery
Academy carrying out major wiring and
installation work.

Jordan was studying Electrical Installation
at Stoke on Trent College when he landed a
job through its Real Apprenticeship scheme.

He was taken on by Midlands-based
Barrie Beard Ltd who carried out electrical
work at the Academy site in Bentilee on
behalf of lead contractor Wates.

After impressing his new bosses, he has
continued with the company and is now
working on a major leisure centre
development project in West Bromwich
while completing his apprenticeship.

He said:“I was struggling to find a job
until the Real Apprenticeship scheme linked

me up with Wates and Barrie Beard. Working
on the Discovery Academy was a steep
learning curve but it gave me the
opportunity to gain employment and show
my new bosses what I could do at the same
time.”

Barrie Beard, Contract Manager Darren
Stoke said:“We have been impressed with
Jordan so far and the Discovery Academy
was a major project for him to get his teeth
into as an apprentice.”

C
OMMUNITY groups,
charities and young
pupils have benefitted

from equipment given to
them as a result of the
Building Schools for the
Future programme.

As new and regenerated
state-of-the-art secondary and
special schools take shape in the
city, unneeded items left over in
former buildings and classrooms
have been donated to a range of
organisations.

Everything from desks, chairs,
computer equipment and even
toilet cubicles have been passed on
to good causes or to support
community projects, rather than go
to waste.

Many other items – including
white boards and overhead
projectors – have been snapped up
by primary schools, to complement
their own equipment and help
stretch their budgets.

BSF Project Officer Louise
Wright, who has co-ordinated the
scheme, said: “As schools have
moved to their new facilities there
has inevitably been equipment no
longer needed but still in good
condition. Our approach has been
to work with local schools and
communities to see if these items
can be reused rather than go to

waste.This has proved to be very
popular and we received many
requests which we met on a first
come, first served basis.

“Everything from desk and
chairs, to computer equipment and
noticeboards have been requested
and put to good use.”

Penkhull Village Hall is one of
the community venues which has
benefitted from this scheme.

Equipment left over in the
former Thistley Hough High
School has found a new home at
the popular centre on Trent Valley
Road.This has included computer
equipment for an IT suite and
settees and chairs to furnish a café
bar.

The village hall has also made
use of toilet cubicles from the
former Edensor Technology
College in Longton, which was
managed by the Discovery
Academy until it moved to its new
site in Bentilee.

Sue Pantin, a member of the
village hall management
committee, said: “These items add
to the attractiveness of the hall as a
social venue and boost the facilities
we can offer to groups looking to
book the venue.

“Normally, they would cost
money that we have not got to
spend. So the generosity of the
schools and new academies

through the BSF programme has
really made a difference.”

Carmountside Primary Academy
in Abbey Hulton has also received
an equipment boost.

A range of items from white
boards and projectors to fun items
such as a popcorn maker and a
football table have been put to use.
Headteacher Phil Mclauchlan said:
“The donations have helped to
ensure our school budget can be
stretched. Normally, we wouldn’t
be able to justify the fun items but
now we can use them as part of
imaginative play sessions.”

Other beneficiaries include the
Adult and Community Learning
team, which has been able to buy a
potter’s wheel from St Peter’s
Academy and is now using it in
ceramics classes at the Burslem
School of Art and the Staffordshire
Probation Service.

Meanwhile, it’s not just the
city that has benefitted, some
desks, chairs and other
equipment has also been
donated to the Andrhal Welfare
Trust, which has transported them
to the Asian sub-continent to
benefit disadvantaged children and
improve educational facilities.

Manwar Hussain, Co-ordinator
for the Trust, said: “These
generous equipment donations are
making a big difference and
ensuring that schools in deprived
areas have been brought into the
21st Century.”

Under the £270million BSF
programme, 18 school rebuilding
projects are being undertaken.
Fourteen are now complete – all
on time and in budget – with the
remaining four set to open
throughout 2014.

Spin off
benefits
from BSF

Jordan’s apprenticeship sparks off career as electrician  

Academy pupils Reese Barker
and Ellie-Mae Lee play on a
table football donated by BSF.

Below, pupil Nicole Stone does
classroom work boosted by a
donated projector.

Reverend Sandy Dutton, front left, and Trustee Church Warden Alan
Woodward, front right, enjoy tea and cakes with Penkhull Village Hall
Committee members, back left to right, Pat Dutton and Sue Pantin,
BSF Project Officer Louise Wright and Volunteer Alan Jones – sitting
on settees and chairs from the former Thistley Hough High School.

Burslem
School of Art
Trust Operations
Manager Leva
Alksne throws a pot
on the potter’s wheel
which came from St
Peter’s Academy.


